WORSHIP HANDOUT
Sunday November 30th 
First Sunday of Advent

OPENING OF WORSHIP           		
ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE 

[bookmark: _Hlk213061127]*SONG OF WELCOME God Almighty, We Are Waiting  W&S 3047(liturgist)	
	 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  (liturgist)
On Sundays and Mondays, 
on good days and bad days, 
early in the morning and very late at night, 
here in this room, and out in the world, God, we long for you to break in. 
Meet us in this space. 
Surprise us with your presence. 
Fill this room with your good news. 
With hope, we sing, we worship, we pray. Amen!

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE - Hope

A: In a world full of fear, where do you see hope? 
B: I see hope when I look to the next generation. I feel hopeful when we gather together. I know hope, deep in my bones, when we dream of a better world. 
A: You are right. Even in a fearful world, hope is all around us.  
B: Today we light the candle of hope as a reminder of this good news. May this flicker of light help us remember that we have reason to hope. Light candle. 
A: Thanks be to God! Amen.

Call to Confession  (liturgist)
Friends, if you long to feel closer to God, then the Prayer of Confession is a step in the right direction. For in the Prayer of Confession, we lay our hearts before God. We pour out the truth of our lives. We do not hide anything from our Creator, and in that simple act, God somehow always feels closer. So join me in this prayer. Join me as we invite God to draw closer, to break in here. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (liturgist – unison)
Ever-present God, we long to feel you close. We long to feel your presence in our lives. We long for you to break through the chaos and suffering of this world. However, if we’re honest, we rarely stand still long enough to feel you in our midst. Forgive our rushing and distractions. Forgive our wandering hearts, and center us in this space. Remind us that even in the time of Herod, even on the longest nights, you are always there. Amen. 

Words of Forgiveness Family of faith, even when we doubt God’s presence, even when we fail to notice God’s fingerprints in this world, God is always moving closer to us. Hear and believe the good news this Advent season: Nothing can keep God’s love away. We are seen. We are forgiven. We are not alone. Amen. 

SONG AS CHILDREN GATHER	 	Advent Song v 1  TFWS 2090
CHILDREN’S MOMENT

ANTHEM		

[bookmark: _Hlk213061160]LESSON 1		Lamentations 3:55-57 CEB	 (liturgist)	

55 I call on your name, Lord, from the depths of the pit.
56 Hear my voice. Don’t close your ear to my need for relief, to my cry for help. 
57 Come near to me on the day I call to you. Say to me, “Don’t be afraid.”

May God add a Blessing to this Reading.

*LESSON 2	Luke 1:5-13 CEB

5 During the rule of King Herod of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah. His wife Elizabeth was a descendant of Aaron. 6 They were both righteous before God, blameless in their observance of all the Lord’s commandments and regulations. 7 They had no children because Elizabeth was unable to become pregnant and they both were very old. 8 One day Zechariah was serving as a priest before God because his priestly division was on duty. 9 Following the customs of priestly service, he was chosen by lottery to go into the Lord’s sanctuary and burn incense. 10 All the people who gathered to worship were praying outside during this hour of incense offering. 11 An angel from the Lord appeared to him, standing to the right of the altar of incense. 12 When Zechariah saw the angel, he was startled and overcome with fear.
13 The angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Zechariah. Your prayers have been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will give birth to your son and you must name him John.

This is the Word of God for all people. 
Thanks be to God. 

MESSAGE	In the time of Herod, we long for God to break in

*PRAISE SONGS	

Even So Come
Nothing to Fear

SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION

[bookmark: _Hlk213061192]TIME OF PRAYER 		
SILENT AND PASTORAL PRAYER 

LORD’S PRAYER
	Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory now and forever. Amen.

PRAYER HYMN   Come Thou Long Expected Jesus (Meredith Andrew’s version)

OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY 							           UMH 95
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 


*UNISON PRAYER
	Almighty God,
giver of every good and perfect gift,
teach us to give to you all that we have and all that we are,
that we may praise you not with our words only,
but with our whole lives. Amen. 

RECEIVING COMMUNION

*BENEDICTION  	People, Look East  UMH 202  v1

POSTLUDE 
