
WORSHIP HANDOUT 

Sunday June 28th  

Series: The Shorties 

 

OPENING OF WORSHIP            

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS   (liturgist) 

 

PRELUDE 

 

*SONG OF WELCOME    Shall We Gather at the River  UMH 723 

  

*CALL TO WORSHIP (liturgist only ) 
 

Come to hear the Word. 

 

Come to do the Word. 

 

Come to experience Comfort. 

 

Come to experience Challenge. 

 

Come to find Cost. 

 

Come to find Joy. 

 

Come to find Humanity. 

 

Come to find Community. 

 

Come to find Church. 

 

Come to find God. 

 
—Copyright Katherine Hawker, 2002.  Written for the Evangelical United Church of Christ, 1997 and posted on 

Walker’s Outside the Box website. Visit her site for many other excellent resources for worship. 

http://liturgyoutside.net/


 

OPENING PRAYER (unison) 

Christ Jesus, 

we come into your presence 

from many different places. 

We come with songs of joy 

and shouts of gratitude. 

We come carrying heavy burdens 

and sighs of suffering. 

As you welcome us into your house, 

lift our burdens 

and receive our praise. 

Salt us with your grace 

and flavor us with your mercy. 

Bind us together, 

that we may be at peace with one another 

and be strengthened to go forth 

in service to the world. 

In your holy name, we pray. Amen. 

 
~ Adapted from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2009, © 2008 Abingdon Press.  Posted on the Ministry 

Matters website. http://www.ministrymatters.com/ 

   

SONG AS CHILDREN GATHER   Where Children Belong  2233 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT 

 

 

*HYMN   Near to the Heart of God  UMH 472 

 

LESSON 1   James 1:2-12, 2:1-5  CEB (liturgist)  

 
2 My brothers and sisters, think of the various tests you encounter as 

occasions for joy. 3 After all, you know that the testing of your faith 

produces endurance. 4 Let this endurance complete its work so that 

you may be fully mature, complete, and lacking in nothing. 5 But anyone 

http://www.ministrymatters.com/


who needs wisdom should ask God, whose very nature is to give to 

everyone without a second thought, without keeping score. Wisdom 

will certainly be given to those who ask. 6 Whoever asks shouldn’t 

hesitate. They should ask in faith, without doubting. Whoever doubts is 

like the surf of the sea, tossed and turned by the wind. 7 People like that 

should never imagine that they will receive anything from the 

Lord. 8 They are double-minded, unstable in all their ways. 
9 Brothers and sisters who are poor should find satisfaction in their high 

status. 10 Those who are wealthy should find satisfaction in their low 

status, because they will die off like wildflowers. 11 The sun rises with its 

scorching heat and dries up the grass so that its flowers fall and its 

beauty is lost. Just like that, in the midst of their daily lives, the wealthy 

will waste away. 12 Those who stand firm during testing are blessed. 

They are tried and true. They will receive the life God has promised to 

those who love him as their reward. 

 

My brothers and sisters, when you show favoritism you deny the 

faithfulness of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has been resurrected in 

glory. 2 Imagine two people coming into your meeting. One has a gold 

ring and fine clothes, while the other is poor, dressed in filthy 

rags. 3 Then suppose that you were to take special notice of the one 

wearing fine clothes, saying, “Here’s an excellent place. Sit here.” But to 

the poor person you say, “Stand over there”; or, “Here, sit at my 

feet.” 4 Wouldn’t you have shown favoritism among yourselves and 

become evil-minded judges? 
5 My dear brothers and sisters, listen! Hasn’t God chosen those who 

are poor by worldly standards to be rich in terms of faith? Hasn’t God 

chosen the poor as heirs of the kingdom he has promised to those who 

love him? 

 

 

May God Add a Blessing to this Reading 

  

   



LESSON 2  James 3:13-18, 5:12-15  CEB (pastor) 

 
13 Are any of you wise and understanding? Show that your actions are 

good with a humble lifestyle that comes from wisdom. 14 However, if 

you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, then stop 

bragging and living in ways that deny the truth. 15 This is not the wisdom 

that comes down from above. Instead, it is from the earth, natural and 

demonic. 16 Wherever there is jealousy and selfish ambition, there is 

disorder and everything that is evil. 17 What of the wisdom from above? 

First, it is pure, and then peaceful, gentle, obedient, filled with mercy 

and good actions, fair, and genuine. 18 Those who make peace sow the 

seeds of justice by their peaceful acts. 

 
12 Most important, my brothers and sisters, never make a solemn 

pledge—neither by heaven nor earth, nor by anything else. Instead, 

speak with a simple “Yes” or “No,” or else you may fall under 

judgment. 
13 If any of you are suffering, they should pray. If any of you are happy, 

they should sing. 14 If any of you are sick, they should call for the elders 

of the church, and the elders should pray over them, anointing them 

with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 Prayer that comes from faith will 

heal the sick, for the Lord will restore them to health. And if they have 

sinned, they will be forgiven. 

 
 

This is the Word of God for all people.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

MESSAGE    Good Bones 

 

*HYMN  Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise  UMH 312 

 

 

TIME OF PRAYER   



SILENT AND PASTORAL PRAYER 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

PRAYER HYMN  Ubi Caritas  TFWS  2179 (several times) 

 

OFFERTORY 

*DOXOLOGY                  UMH 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host,  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 

 

*UNISON PRAYER 

 Almighty God, 

giver of every good and perfect gift, 

teach us to give to you all that we have and all that we are, 

that we may praise you not with our words only, 

but with our whole lives. Amen.  

 

*BENEDICTION      

  Shalom to You  UMH 666  

 

POSTLUDE     


