
WORSHIP HANDOUT 

Sunday May 12th 

Ascension Sunday 

Series: Where is God?      

 

OPENING OF WORSHIP            

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE  

 

*SONG OF WELCOME   Open Doors 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   

We walk with Jesus, 

But look he is being lifted away! 

 

We talk with Jesus,  

But his words grow quiet as he drifts away.  

 

We see Jesus go,  

Does this mean we’re alone? 

 

We take a deep breath and say to God,  

You. Are. Here.  

 
 

OPENING PRAYER 

It doesn’t make sense to us, that Jesus came back only to go away again. 

It doesn’t make sense to us, that God was with us and now seems so 

far away.  

It doesn’t make sense to us, but somehow God is still among us. God is 

in our hearts and lives, at work in the world around us. Thank you Lord 

for your continuing work and Love. Amen.  

  



SONG AS CHILDREN GATHER   This Is My Commandment 

 

CHILDRENS MOMENT 

 

ANTHEM                “Grace” arr. by Mark Hayes (OneLic) 

 

TIME OF PRAYER 

PASTORAL AND SILENT PRAYER (MUSIC) 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 

is the kingdom and the power and the glory now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER HYMN       God Is Here (OneLIc)   UMH 660 

 

LESSON 1:  Acts 1:1-11 

 

Theophilus, the first scroll I wrote concerned everything Jesus 

did and taught from the beginning, 2 right up to the day when 

he was taken up into heaven. Before he was taken up, working 

in the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus instructed the apostles 

he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he showed them that he 

was alive with many convincing proofs. He appeared to them 

over a period of forty days, speaking to them about God’s 

kingdom. 4 While they were eating together, he ordered them 

not to leave Jerusalem but to wait for what the Father had 

promised. He said, “This is what you heard from me: 5 John 

baptized with water, but in only a few days you will be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 



6 As a result, those who had gathered together asked Jesus, 

“Lord, are you going to restore the kingdom to Israel now?” 
7 Jesus replied, “It isn’t for you to know the times or seasons 

that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 Rather, you will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and 

you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
9 After Jesus said these things, as they were watching, he was 

lifted up and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he 

was going away and as they were staring toward heaven, 

suddenly two men in white robes stood next to them. 11 They 

said, “Galileans, why are you standing here, looking toward 

heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, 

will come in the same way that you saw him go into heaven.” 

 

May God add a blessing to this reading.  

 

*LESSON 2 Luke 24:44-53 

 
44 Jesus said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I 

was still with you—that everything written about me in the Law from 

Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he 

opened their minds to understand the scriptures. 46 He said to 

them, “This is what is written: the Christ will suffer and rise from the 

dead on the third day, 47 and a change of heart and life for the 

forgiveness of sins must be preached in his name to all nations, 

beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 Look, 

I’m sending to you what my Father promised, but you are to stay in the 

city until you have been furnished with heavenly power.” 
50 He led them out as far as Bethany, where he lifted his hands and 

blessed them. 51 As he blessed them, he left them and was taken up to 

heaven. 52 They worshipped him and returned to Jerusalem 

overwhelmed with joy. 53 And they were continuously in the temple 

praising God. 



 

This is the Word of God for all people.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

MESSAGE      Is God Gone? 

 

*HYMN Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise (pub dom)  UMH 312  

 

 

OFFERTORY 

*DOXOLOGY                   UMH 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host,  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 

*UNISON PRAYER 

 Almighty God, 

giver of every good and perfect gift, 

teach us to give to you all that we have and all that we are, 

that we may praise you not with our words only, 

but with our whole lives. Amen.  

 

*BENEDICTION 

                        Song of Hope             TFWS 2186 

 

POSTLUDE  


