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*SONG OF WELCOME They’ll Know we Are Christians by

our Love TFWS 2223 v |

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Here, in this place,

God welcomes all the dreamers, as well as the doubters:

here, the worriers and wanderers can call on God by name.

Here, in this time, we can remember all the ways God has
graced us:

here, in these moments, we are reminded that God is with us,
always!

Here are gathered those daring enough to step out of comfort into the
unknown:

here, in this faith space, we will find the courage to cry out,
'God, save us!' in every situation.

OPENING PRAYER

Gracious God,

we gather once again to offer You praise and thanksgiving
for Your unfailing love and faithfulness,

shown most clearly through Your Son, Jesus Christ.

Grant us grace to worship You in spirit and in truth.
Through the power of Your Holy Spirit,
open our eyes to recoghize You here among us.



Give us courage to step out in faith to meet You,
and confidence to follow where You lead.

For You are our God,
and we are Your people, called by Your name.

In the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SONG AS CHILDREN GATHER Where Children Belong TFWS
2223

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

TIME OF PRAYER
Prayers/Names of the People
PASTORAL AND SILENT PRAYER (MUSIC)
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory now
and forever. Amen.

HYMN: Because He Lives UMH 364 (ccli)

LESSON | Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28

Jacob lived in the land of Canaan where his father was an
immigrant. > This is the account of Jacob’s descendants. Joseph
was |7 years old and tended the flock with his brothers. While
he was helping the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives,
Joseph told their father unflattering things about them. * Now



Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons because he
was born when Jacob was old. Jacob had made for him a

long robe. * When his brothers saw that their father loved him
more than any of his brothers, they hated him and couldn’t
even talk nicely to him.

'2 Joseph’s brothers went to tend their father’s flocks near
Shechem. " Israel said to Joseph, “Aren’t your brothers
tending the sheep near Shechem? Come, I’ll send you to
them.”

And he said, “I’m ready.”

'4Jacob said to him, “Go! Find out how your brothers are and
how the flock is, and report back to me.”

So Jacob sent him from the Hebron Valley. When he
approached Shechem, '* a man found him wandering in the
field and asked him, ‘“What are you looking for?”’

'¢ Joseph said, “I’m looking for my brothers. Tell me, where
are they tending the sheep?”

'"The man said, “They left here. | heard them saying, ‘Let’s go
to Dothan.”’ So Joseph went after his brothers and found
them in Dothan.

'® They saw Joseph in the distance before he got close to them,
and they plotted to kill him. '* The brothers said to each other,
“Here comes the big dreamer. 2 Come on now, let’s kill him
and throw him into one of the cisterns, and we’ll say a wild
animal devoured him. Then we will see what becomes of his
dreams!”

2'When Reuben heard what they said, he saved him from
them, telling them, “Let’s not take his life.” > Reuben said to
them, “Don’t spill his blood! Throw him into this desert
cistern, but don’t lay a hand on him.” He intended to save
Joseph from them and take him back to his father.

2 When Joseph reached his brothers, they stripped off Joseph’s
long robe, > took him, and threw him into the cistern, an
empty cistern with no water in it. > When they sat down to



eat, they looked up and saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming
from Gilead, with camels carrying sweet resin, medicinal
resin, and fragrant resin on their way down to Egypt. ** Judah
said to his brothers, “What do we gain if we kill our brother
and hide his blood? 2’ Come on, let’s sell him to the
Ishmaelites. Let’s not harm him because he’s our brother; he’s
family.” His brothers agreed. ** When some Midianite traders
passed by, they pulled Joseph up out of the cistern. They sold
him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver, and they
brought Joseph to Egypt.

May God add a Blessing to this reading.
*LESSON 2 Matthew 14:22-33

22 Right then, Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go
ahead to the other side of the lake while he dismissed the
crowds. 2 When he sent them away, he went up onto a
mountain by himself to pray. Evening came and he was

alone. ** Meanwhile, the boat, fighting a strong headwind, was
being battered by the waves and was already far away from
land. ¥ Very early in the morning he came to his disciples,
walking on the lake. ** When the disciples saw him walking on
the lake, they were terrified and said, “It’s a ghost!”’ They
were so frightened they screamed.

7 Just then Jesus spoke to them, “Be encouraged! It’s me.
Don’t be afraid.”

28 peter replied, “Lord, if it’s you, order me to come to you on
the water.”

» And Jesus said, “Come.”

Then Peter got out of the boat and was walking on the water
toward Jesus. *° But when Peter saw the strong wind, he
became frightened. As he began to sink, he shouted, “Lord,
rescue me!”



*! Jesus immediately reached out and grabbed him,

saying, “You man of weak faith! Why did you begin to have
doubts?” ** When they got into the boat, the wind settled
down.

**Then those in the boat worshipped Jesus and said, “You
must be God’s Son!”

L: This is the Word of God for all people.
P: Thanks be to God.

MESSAGE A firm foundation

HYMN O God of Every Nation UMH 435 (ccli)
OFFERTORY

*DOXOLOGY UMH 95

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host,

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*UNISON PRAYER
Almighty God,
giver of every good and perfect gift,
teach us to give to you all that we have and all that we are,
that we may praise you not with our words only,
but with our whole lives. Amen.

*BENEDICTION and RESPONSE
May You Run and Not Be Weary TFWS 2281 (one lic)

POSTLUDE



