
WORSHIP HANDOUT 

Sunday May 8th  

 

 

 

OPENING OF WORSHIP            

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE          Gratitude 

               United Handbell Choir   

 

OPENING HYMN:  UMH 139  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

As the weak realize their strength; 

as the poor eat and are satisfied, 

God’s love abides in us. 

As the stranger finds a friend; 

as the family offers forgiveness, 

God’s love abides in us. 

As the ends of the earth know of Christ’s grace, 

God’s love abides in us. 
 

— Adapted from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2012, © 2011 Abingdon Press.  Posted on the Worship 

Elements page of the Ministry Matters website.  

 

COMMUNION ANTHEM:   TFWS 2262  Let Us Offer to the Father  

 

SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

  

TIME OF PRAYER 

UNISON PRAYER 

Almighty, all-merciful God, 

through Christ Jesus you have taught us to love one another, 

to love our neighbors as ourselves, 

and even to love our enemies. 

http://www.ministrymatters.com/product/9781426710193
http://www.ministrymatters.com/


In times of violence and fear, 

let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts, 

so that we may not be overcome with evil 

but overcome evil with good. 

Help us to see each person in light of the love and grace 

you have shown us in Christ. 

Put away the nightmares of terror 

and awaken us to the dawning of your new creation. 

Establish among us a future where peace reigns, 

justice is done with mercy, and all are reconciled. 

We ask these things in the name 

and for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
~ From a collection of Prayers for Times of National and International Crisis and Tragedy, posted on 

the PCUSA website. http://www.pcusa.org/ 

 

PASTORAL AND SILENT PRAYER (MUSIC) 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 

day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory now 

and forever. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN:  UMH 111         How Can We Name a Love 

   

OFFERTORY 

 

*DOXOLOGY                           UMH 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below;  

Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 

 

http://www.pcusa.org/


*UNISON PRAYER 

 Almighty God, 

giver of every good and perfect gift, 

teach us to give to you all that we have and all that we are, 

that we may praise you not with our words only, 

but with our whole lives. 

 

LESSON  1  CEB            Acts 9:36-43 

     
36 In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her 

name is Dorcas). Her life overflowed with good works and 

compassionate acts on behalf of those in need. 37 About that 

time, though, she became so ill that she died. After they 

washed her body, they laid her in an upstairs room. 38 Since 

Lydda was near Joppa, when the disciples heard that Peter was 

there, they sent two people to Peter. They urged, “Please 

come right away!” 39 Peter went with them. Upon his arrival, 

he was taken to the upstairs room. All the widows stood 

beside him, crying as they showed the tunics and other 

clothing Dorcas made when she was alive. 
40 Peter sent everyone out of the room, then knelt and prayed. 

He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up!” She 

opened her eyes, saw Peter, and sat up. 41 He gave her his 

hand and raised her up. Then he called God’s holy people, 

including the widows, and presented her alive to them. 42 The 

news spread throughout Joppa, and many put their faith in the 

Lord. 43 Peter stayed for some time in Joppa with a certain 

tanner named Simon. 

 

May God add a blessing to this reading. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*LESSON 2  CEB                  1 John 4:7-13 

    
7 Dear friends, let’s love each other, because love is from God, and 

everyone who loves is born from God and knows God. 8 The person 

who doesn’t love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is 

how the love of God is revealed to us: God has sent his only Son into 

the world so that we can live through him. 10 This is love: it is not that 

we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son as the sacrifice that 

deals with our sins. 
11 Dear friends, if God loved us this way, we also ought to love each 

other. 12 No one has ever seen God. If we love each other, God 

remains in us and his love is made perfect in us. 13 This is how we know 

we remain in him and he remains in us, because he has given us a 

measure of his Spirit. 

 

L: This is the Word of God for all people. 

P: Thanks be to God.          

 

MESSAGE                “What if God Was Serious” 

                       Rev. Beth Ortiz 

 

HYMN:  UMH 549    Where Charity and Love Prevail 

   

BENEDICTION  UMH 364            Because He Lives 

     refrain only 

 

POSTLUDE  


