
WORSHIP HANDOUT 

June 13th  

 

OPENING OF WORSHIP              

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

New masking rules and other in-person updates 

 

PRELUDE 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Called to be branches in Christ’s body, 

we yearn to be connected to the vine. 

Called to be mustard bushes offering shade to God’s creatures, 

we search for places to plant the seeds of faith. 

Called to be growing with God in the midst of this world’s painful 

questions, 

we seek God’s nurturing presence. 

 
— written by Katherine Hawker for the Union Church UCC of Tekonsha. Posted on Liturgy 

Outside. http://liturgyoutside.net/ 

 

HYMN           

            For the Fruits of This Creation (tune of #688)           UMH #97 

                 

TIME OF PRAYER 

UNISON PRAYER 

God of small seeds and mighty plants, you take our meager 

lives and with your love cause them to produce acts of loving 

kindness for you in this world. You hear our cries and find us 

when we are lost and wandering in fear. You bring us home 

with you so that we may be made whole, rejoicing in your 

goodness. Help us to joyfully serve you all our days, knowing 

that you are always watching over us. Prepare our hearts to 

http://liturgyoutside.net/


receive your word and our spirits to respond in eagerness to 

serve you. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 
— written by Nancy C. Townley, on the Worship Connection page of the Ministry 

Matters website. http://www.ministrymatters.com/ 

 

SILENT AND PASTORAL PRAYER (MUSIC) 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

HYMN      

            Open My Eyes, That I May See                         UMH #454 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE     Pastor Andrew 

 

LESSON  1  CEB    1 Samuel 15:34 - 16:13 
34 Then Samuel went to Ramah, but Saul went up to his home 

in Gibeah. 35 Samuel never saw Saul again before he died, but 

he grieved over Saul. However, the Lord regretted making 

Saul king over Israel. 

16 The Lord said to Samuel, “How long are you going to 

grieve over Saul? I have rejected him as king over Israel. Fill 

your horn with oil and get going. I’m sending you to Jesse of 

Bethlehem because I have found my next king among his 

sons.” 
2 “How can I do that?” Samuel asked. “When Saul hears of it 

he’ll kill me!” 

“Take a heifer with you,” the Lord replied, “and say, ‘I have 

come to make a sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the 
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sacrifice, and I will make clear to you what you should do. You 

will anoint for me the person I point out to you.” 
4 Samuel did what the Lord instructed. When he came to 

Bethlehem, the city elders came to meet him. They were 

shaking with fear. “Do you come in peace?” they asked. 
5 “Yes,” Samuel answered. “I’ve come to make a sacrifice to 

the Lord. Now make yourselves holy, then come with me to 

the sacrifice.” Samuel made Jesse and his sons holy and invited 

them to the sacrifice as well. 
6 When they arrived, Samuel looked at Eliab and thought, 

That must be the Lord’s anointed right in front. 
7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Have no regard for his 

appearance or stature, because I haven’t selected him. 

God doesn’t look at things like humans do. Humans see only 

what is visible to the eyes, but the Lord sees into the heart.” 
8 Next Jesse called for Abinadab, who presented himself to 

Samuel, but he said, “The Lord hasn’t chosen this one 

either.” 9 So Jesse presented Shammah, but Samuel said, “No, 

the Lord hasn’t chosen this one.” 10 Jesse presented seven of 

his sons to Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord hasn’t 

picked any of these.” 11 Then Samuel asked Jesse, “Is that all of 

your boys?” 

“There is still the youngest one,” Jesse answered, “but he’s 

out keeping the sheep.” 

“Send for him,” Samuel told Jesse, “because we can’t proceed 

until he gets here.” 

 12 So Jesse sent and brought him in. He was reddish brown, 

had beautiful eyes, and was good-looking. The Lord said, 

“That’s the one. Go anoint him.” 13 So Samuel took the horn 

of oil and anointed him right there in front of his brothers. 

The Lord’s spirit came over David from that point forward. 

Then Samuel left and went to Ramah. 

 

May God add a blessing to this reading. 



 

 

LESSON 2            CEB     Mark 4:26-34 

 
26 Then Jesus said, “This is what God’s kingdom is like. It’s as though 

someone scatters seed on the ground, 27 then sleeps and wakes night 

and day. The seed sprouts and grows, but the farmer doesn’t know 

how. 28 The earth produces crops all by itself, first the stalk, then the 

head, then the full head of grain. 29 Whenever the crop is ready, the 

farmer goes out to cut the grain because it’s harvest time.” 
30 He continued, “What’s a good image for God’s kingdom? What 

parable can I use to explain it? 31 Consider a mustard seed. When 

scattered on the ground, it’s the smallest of all the seeds on the 

earth; 32 but when it’s planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all 

vegetable plants. It produces such large branches that the birds in the 

sky are able to nest in its shade.” 
33 With many such parables he continued to give them the word, as 

much as they were able to hear. 34 He spoke to them only in parables, 

then explained everything to his disciples when he was alone with them. 

 

L: This is the Word of God for all people. 

P: Thanks be to God.          

 

MESSAGE        “The seed, the boy, the unexpected” 

 

HYMN              

               Hymn of Promise                                  UMH #707 

OFFERTORY 

*DOXOLOGY                UMH #95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 



UNISON PRAYER 

Almighty God, 

giver of every good and perfect gift, 

teach us to give to you all that we have and all that we are, 

that we may praise you not with our words only, 

but with our whole lives. 

 

 

BENEDICTION AND RESPONSE                      

             Spirit Song (verse 1, no refrain)                      UMH #347 

 

POSTLUDE  


