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Series: Hold On...

HOPE
OPENING OF WORSHIP United Methodist Church

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Drive through communion is today!
Bible Study continues on Zoom on Tuesday evenings.

PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP
(based on James 2, in response to Matthew 21: 28-31)

Come to hear the Word.
Come to do the Word.

Come to experience Comfort.
Come to experience Challenge.
Come to find Cost.

Come to find Joy.

Come to find Humanity.

Come to find Community.

Come to find Church.



Come to find God.
—Copyright Katherine Hawker, 2002.
HYMNS

TIME OF PRAYER

UNISON PRAYER

God,

You are a God of compassion and love.

Time after time we have experienced your care and provision.

Time after time You’ve answered our prayers and met our
needs—

often in ways we could never have dreamed possible.

We praise You for Your faithful love toward us.

Because we have known Your love,
we come to You with confidence,
offering our prayers for the world that You love.

We see so much pain and suffering;

so much anger and frustration and despair.

It’s easy to feel overwhelmed by the needs around us.
But we continue to bring our prayers to You in faith,
because we know that nothing is impossible for You.
You are the God who rained down bread from heaven,
and made water flow from a rock in the desert;

the God who resurrected Jesus Christ from the dead,
and who brings new life and hope to all who believe.
For You, all things are possible.

Hear our prayers.

TIME OF SILENT PRAYER (MUSIC)



PASTORAL PRAYER
We pray for those suffering the effects of recent natural
disasters....

Because nothing is impossible for You, O God,
hear our prayer, and in Your love, answer.

We pray for the regions of our world caught up in violence and
threats of violence:

Because nothing is impossible for You, O God,
hear our prayer, and in Your love, answer.

We pray for those who live with serious illness,
those with chronic pain,
those without access to proper medical care,
those for whom treatment is no longer an option.
Because nothing is impossible for You, O God,
hear our prayer, and in Your love, answer.

Merciful God,

You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, to show us a different way to
live—

the way of deep humility and obedience.

You've called us to love one another,

and to work together with one heart and mind,

balancing our needs with the needs of those around us.

Give us courage to follow faithfully, and with integrity—

with actions that bear witness to the words we speak,

and worship that overflows into our daily tasks and
relationships—

so that our lives will bring glory and honor to You,

our Redeemer and Lord. Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and glory forever.
Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

LESSON | CEB Philippians 2:1-13

2 Therefore, if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort in
love, any sharing in the Spirit, any sympathy, 2 complete my joy by
thinking the same way, having the same love, being united, and agreeing
with each other. > Don’t do anything for selfish purposes, but with
humility think of others as better than yourselves. * Instead of each
person watching out for their own good, watch out for what is better
for others. * Adopt the attitude that was in Christ Jesus:
® Though he was in the form of God,

he did not consider being equal with God something to exploit.
" But he emptied himself

by taking the form of a slave

and by becoming like human beings.
When he found himself in the form of a human,
8 he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death,

even death on a cross.
? Therefore, God highly honored him
and gave him a name above all names,
so that at the name of Jesus everyone
in heaven, on earth, and under the earth might bow

and every tongue confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

10



' Therefore, my loved ones, just as you always obey me, not just when
| am present but now even more while | am away, carry out your own
salvation with fear and trembling. "* God is the one who enables you
both to want and to actually live out his good purposes.

LESSON 2 CEB Matthew 21:23-32
23 When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and
elders of the people came to him as he was teaching. They
asked, ‘“What kind of authority do you have for doing these
things? Who gave you this authority?”

24 Jesus replied, “l have a question for you. If you tell me the
answer, I’'ll tell you what kind of authority | have to do these
things. 25 Where did John get his authority to baptize? Did he
get it from heaven or from humans?”’

They argued among themselves, “If we say ‘from heaven,’ he’ll
say to us, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ 26 But we can’t
say ‘from humans’ because we’re afraid of the crowd, since
everyone thinks John was a prophet.” 27 Then they replied,
“We don’t know.”

Jesus also said to them, “Neither will | tell you what kind of
authority | have to do these things.

Parable of two sons

28 “What do you think? A man had two sons. Now he came to
the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’

29 ““No, | don’t want to,’ he replied. But later he changed his
mind and went.

30 “The father said the same thing to the other son, who
replied, ‘Yes, sir.” But he didn’t go.

31 “Which one of these two did his father’s will?”

They said, “The first one.”

Jesus said to them, ““l assure you that tax collectors and
prostitutes are entering God’s kingdom ahead of you. 32 For
John came to you on the righteous road, and you didn’t
believe him. But tax collectors and prostitutes believed him.



Yet even after you saw this, you didn’t change your hearts and
lives and you didn’t believe him.

L: This is the Word of God for all people.
P: Thanks be to God.

MESSAGE (Bill Cook)
HYMNS
COMMUNION STARTING LITURGY (Not Online Communion)

Invitation:

L: Christ our Lord invites to the table all who love him, who earnestly
repent of their sin and seek to live in peace with one another.
Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.

Confession and Pardon:

P: Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with
our whole heart. We have failed to be an obedient church. We
have not done your will, we have broken your law, we have
rebelled against your love, we have not loved our neighbors,
and we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we
pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

L: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;
that proves God’s love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are
forgiven!

P: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

Glory to God. Amen.

OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY UMH 95



Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

L: Giving is not a casual act—

it relates God’s work to our work.

Peter writes:

“as each has received a gift,

employ it for one another,

as good stewards of God’s varied grace,

that God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.”

Let us give as people
whose work is inextricably linked to God’s great works
of creation, redemption and empowerment.

Unison:

Almighty God,

giver of every good and perfect gift,

teach us to give to you all that we have and all that we are,
that we may praise you not with our words only,

but with our whole lives. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving:

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is right, and a good and joyful thing...

...We praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and
earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is
the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest.

Holy are you, and blessed in your Son Jesus Christ...

...as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

(The blessing will take place during the Drive Through Communion
Component and not online).

BENEDICTION AND RESPONSE

God be with you till we Meet Again 672 v 2
God be with you till we meet again; neath his wings securely hide you,
Daily manna still provide you; God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet, till we meet at Jesus’ feet;
Till we meet, till we meet, God be with you till we meet again.



