
WORSHIP HANDOUT 
July 26, 2020 

Series: For Such a Time, Lessons from Esther 

 
OPENING OF WORSHIP              
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Drive Through Communion Sunday July 26 from 12-2 @ Hope Main 
Campus 
Bible Study continues on Zoom on Tuesday evenings.  
 
PRELUDE 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
L:     No one can lay any foundation other 
            than the one already laid, 
            which is Jesus Christ. 
            For it stands in Scripture: 
 
P:       “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
            rejected by mortals 
            yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, 
            and whoever believes in him 
            will not be put to shame.” 
 
L:     Come to him, a living stone, 
            rejected by mortals 
            yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, 
            and like living stones, 
            let yourselves be built into a spiritual house. 
 
P:       We are no longer foreigners and aliens, 
            but fellow citizens with God’s people 



            and members of God’s household, 
            built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
            with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 
            In him the whole building is joined together 
            and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 
 
 

HYMN       When We are Called to Sing Your Praise 2216  
 
TIME OF PRAYER 

UNISON PRAYER 
Tilt the scales, 
O God of the mustard seed: 
That the poor shall see justice. 
 
Share the feast, 
O God of Eden’s abundant garden: 
That each crop may fetch a fair price. 
 
Upset the tables, 
O God of the upside-down Kingdom: 
That the least can benefit from their trade. 
 
Open our eyes, 
O God of life in all its fullness: 
That we may learn to walk the way of your son 
tilting, sharing, upsetting this world 
Not satisfied 
until the products we bring to our table 
Give a better deal, to all who hunger for one. 
In His name, Amen. 
 
TIME OF SILENT PRAYER (MUSIC) 
LORD’S PRAYER 



 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and glory forever. 
Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE        Bret and Becky Johnson 
 

LESSON 1  CEB     Esther 2:1-4, 10-11, 15-18 
2 Sometime later when King Ahasuerus was less angry, he remembered 
Vashti, what she had done, and what he had decided about her. 2 So his 
young male servants said, “Let the king have a search made for beautiful 
young women who haven’t yet married. 3 And let the king choose 
certain people in all the royal provinces to lead the search. Have them 
bring all the beautiful young women together to the fortified part of 
Susa, to the women’s house, to the care of Hegai the king’s eunuch in 
charge of the women so that he might provide beauty treatments for 
them. 4 Let the young woman who pleases you the most take Vashti’s 
place as queen.” The king liked the plan and implemented it. 
(10 Esther hadn’t told anyone her race and family background because 
Mordecai had ordered her not to.) 11 Each day found Mordecai pacing 
back and forth along the wall in front of the women’s house to learn 
how Esther was doing and what they were doing with her.  
15 Soon the moment came for Esther daughter of Mordecai’s uncle 
Abihail, whom Mordecai had taken as his own daughter, to go to the 
king. But she asked for nothing except what Hegai the king’s eunuch in 
charge of the women told her. (Esther kept winning the favor of 
everyone who saw her.) 
16 Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus, to his own palace, in the tenth 
month (that is, the month of Tevet) in the seventh year of his 
rule. 17 The king loved Esther more than all the other women; she had 
won his love and his favor more than all the others. He placed the royal 



crown on her head and made her ruler in place of Vashti. 18 The king 
held a magnificent, lavish feast, “the feast of Esther,” for all his officials 
and courtiers. He declared a public holiday for the provinces and gave 
out gifts with royal generosity. 
 
LESSON 2  CEB        Esther 2: 19-23 
19 When they gathered the young women to the second women’s 
house, Mordecai was working for the king at the King’s Gate. 20 Esther 
still wasn’t telling anyone her family background and race, just as 
Mordecai had ordered her. She continued to do what Mordecai said, 
just as she did when she was in his care. 
21 At that time, as Mordecai continued to work at the King’s Gate, two 
royal eunuchs, Bigthan and Teresh, became angry with King Ahasuerus. 
They were among the guards protecting the doorway to the king, but 
they secretly planned to kill him. 22 When Mordecai got wind of it, he 
reported it to Queen Esther. She spoke to the king about it, saying the 
information came from Mordecai. 23 The matter was investigated and 
found to be true, so the two men were impaled on pointed poles. A 
report about the event was written in the royal record with the king 
present. 
 
L: This is the Word of God for all people. 
P: Thanks be to God.          
 
MESSAGE             “Roots of Righteousness”  
 
HYMN                    In Remembrance of Me 2254 
 
OFFERTORY 

*DOXOLOGY                   UMH 95 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 



Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 
 

(Prayer: unison)  
O God, 
we recognize that we have been blessed with great abundance. 
In offering these gifts, 
may we be strengthened to proclaim 
your faithfulness and your salvation this day and always. 
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION STARTING LITURGY (Not Online Communion) 
 
Invitation: 
L: Christ our Lord invites to the table all who love him, who earnestly 
repent of their sin and seek to live in peace with one another. 
Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another. 
 
Confession and Pardon: 
P: Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with 
our whole heart. We have failed to be an obedient church. We 
have not done your will, we have broken your law, we have 
rebelled against your love, we have not loved our neighbors, 
and we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we 
pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  
 
L: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; 
that proves God’s love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are 
forgiven! 
P: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
Glory to God. Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving: 



The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing… 
…We praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and 
earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is 
the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest. 
Holy are you, and blessed in your Son Jesus Christ… 
…as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 
(The blessing will take place during the Drive Through Communion 
Component and not online). 
 
BENEDICTION AND RESPONSE                      
     God be with you till we Meet Again 672 v 2 
God be with you till we meet again; neath his wings securely hide you, 
Daily manna still provide you; God be with you till we meet again. 
Till we meet, till we meet, till we meet at Jesus’ feet; 
Till we meet, till we meet, God be with you till we meet again.  


