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OPENING OF WORSHIP
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP

L: Lift up your voice and call out to God.

P: We cry out, believing that God hears us.

L: Come together and wait for God.

P: We come together, trusting that God is still speaking.

L: Surely God’s presence is here with us now.

P: We wait in hope, for God’s steadfast love lifts our hearts.
L: Come, worship the Lord.

P: We celebrate the power of God that restores us.

HYMN Depth of Mercy 355

Depth of mercy! Can there be mercy still reserved for me?
Can my God his wrath forbear, me, the chief of sinners, spare!?

| have long withstood his grace, long provoked him to his face,
Would not harken to his calls, grieved him by a thousand falls.

| my Master have denied, | afresh have crucified,
Oft profaned his hallowed name, put him to an open shame.

There for me the Savior stands, shows his wounds and spreads his
hands.
God is love! | know, | feel; Jesus weeps and loves me still.



Now incline me to repent, let me now my sins lament,
Now my foul revolt deplore, weep, believe, and sin no more.

TIME OF PRAYER
UNISON PRAYER
God of the wilderness,
your Spirit leads us to face the truth,
unprotected and exposed:
in our times of trial
help us to resist the worship of empty power,
so that we may find our true food
in Jesus Christ, the broken bread. Amen.
TIME OF SILENT PRAYER (MUSIC)
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and glory forever.
Amen.
HYMN Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 361
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in thee;
Let the water and the blood, from they wounded side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure; save from wrath and make me pure.

Not the labors of my hands can fulfill they law’s demands;
Could my zeal no respite know, could my tears forever flow,
All for sin could not atone; thou must save, and thou alone.

Nothing in my hand | bring, simply to they cross | cling;
Naked, come to thee for dress; helpless, look to thee for grace;
Foul, | to the fountain fly, wash me, Savior, or | die.



While | draw this fleeting breath, when mine eyes shall close in death,
When | soar to worlds unknown, see thee on thy judgment throne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in thee.

LESSON 2 Samuel I'Il, 12:1-15

Il In the spring, when kings go off to war, David sent Joab, along with
his servants and all the Israelites, and they destroyed the Ammonites,
attacking the city of Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem.

2 One evening, David got up from his couch and was pacing back and
forth on the roof of the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing;
the woman was very beautiful. * David sent someone and inquired
about the woman. The report came back: “Isn’t this Eliam’s daughter
Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?” * So David sent messengers to
take her. When she came to him, he had sex with her. (Now she had
been purifying herself after her monthly period.) Then she returned
home. * The woman conceived and sent word to David.

“'m pregnant,” she said.

® Then David sent a message to Joab: “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” So
Joab sent Uriah to David. ” When Uriah came to him, David asked
about the welfare of Joab and the army and how the battle was

going. ® Then David told Uriah, “Go down to your house and wash your
feet.”

Uriah left the palace, and a gift from the king was sent after

him. ? However, Uriah slept at the palace entrance with all his master’s
servants. He didn’t go down to his own house. '° David was told,
“Uriah didn’t go down to his own house,” so David asked Uriah,
“Haven’t you just returned from a journey? Why didn’t you go home?”
'""“The chest and Israel and Judah are all living in tents,” Uriah told
David. “And my master Joab and my master’s troops are camping in the
open field. How could | go home and eat, drink, and have sex with my
wife! | swear on your very life, | will not do that!”



'2Then David told Uriah, “Stay here one more day. Tomorrow I'll send
you back.” So Uriah stayed in Jerusalem that day. The next day "* David
called for him, and he ate and drank, and David got him drunk. In the
evening Uriah went out to sleep in the same place, alongside his
master’s servants, but he did not go down to his own home.

'* The next morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with
Uriah. "> He wrote in the letter, “Place Uriah at the front of the fiercest
battle, and then pull back from him so that he will be struck down and
die.”

'® So as Joab was attacking the city, he put Uriah in the place where he
knew there were strong warriors. '"When the city’s soldiers came out
and attacked Joab, some of the people from David’s army fell. Uriah the
Hittite was also killed. '®Joab sent a complete report of the battle to
David.

' “When you have finished reporting all the news of the battle to the
king,” Joab instructed the messenger, 2°“if the king gets angry and asks
you, ‘Why did you go so close to the city to fight? didn’t you know they
would shoot from the wall? ' Who killed Jerubbaal’s son

Abimelech? didn’t a woman throw an upper millstone on top of him
from the wall so that he died in Thebez? Why did you go so close to
the wall?’ then say: “Your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead too.””

2250 the messenger set off, and when he arrived he reported to David
everything Joab sent him to say.

2 “The men overpowered us,” the messenger told David. “They came
out against us in the open field, but we fought against them up to the
entrance of the city gate. ** Archers shot down on your servants from
the wall. Some of the king’s servants died. And your servant Uriah the
Hittite is dead too.”

% David said to the messenger, “Say this to Joab: ‘Don’t be upset about
this because the sword is that way: taking the life of this person or that
person. Continue attacking the city and destroy it!’ Encourage Joab!”

2 When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband Uriah was dead, she
mourned for her husband. ¥’ After the time of mourning was over,


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Samuel+11-12&version=CEB#fen-CEB-8281e

David sent for her and brought her back to his house. She became his
wife and bore him a son.

But what David had done was evil in the Lord’s eyes.

Nathan pronounces God’s judgment

12 So the Lord sent Nathan to David. When Nathan arrived he said,
“There were two men in the same city, one rich, one poor. 2The rich
man had a lot of sheep and cattle, * but the poor man had nothing—just
one small ewe lamb that he had bought. He raised that lamb, and it
grew up with him and his children. It would eat from his food and drink
from his cup—even sleep in his arms! It was like a daughter to him.
““Now a traveler came to visit the rich man, but he wasn’t willing to
take anything from his own flock or herd to prepare for the guest who
had arrived. Instead, he took the poor man’s ewe lamb and prepared it
for the visitor.”

* David got very angry at the man, and he said to Nathan, “As surely as
the Lord lives, the one who did this is demonic! ¢ He must restore the
ewe lamb seven times over because he did this and because he had no
compassion.”

7“You are that man!” Nathan told David. “This is what the Lord God of
Israel says: | anointed you king over Israel and delivered you from Saul’s
power. ®| gave your master’s house to you, and gave his wives into
your embrace. | gave you the house of Israel and Judah. If that was too
little, | would have given even more. * Why have you despised

the Lord’s word by doing what is evil in his eyes? You have struck
down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and taken his wife as your own.
You used the Ammonites to kill him. '° Because of that, because you
despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite as your own, the
sword will never leave your own house.

'""“This is what the Lord says: | am making trouble come against you
from inside your own family. Before your very eyes | will take your
wives away and give them to your friend, and he will have sex with your
wives in broad daylight. '* You did what you did secretly, but | will do
what | am doing before all Israel in the light of day.”

'3 “I've sinned against the Lord!” David said to Nathan.



“The Lord has removed your sin,” Nathan replied to David. “You won’t
die. "* However, because you have utterly disrespected the Lord by
doing this, the son born to you will definitely die.” '* Then Nathan went
home.

L: This is the Word of God for all people.
P: Thanks be to God.

MESSAGE “l want off this ride!”
SONG OF WORSHIP “Lord | Need You” — Praise Band
OFFERTORY

*DOXOLOGY UMH 95

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

(Prayer: unison)

God of the wilderness,

We give these offerings in gratitude,

rejoicing in the abundance of your gifts to us.

We give these offerings in faith,

trusting that you will provide for our needs.

We give these offerings in hope,

knowing you can use them to spread your love in this world.
And with these offerings, we give ourselves;

May we live with generous hearts, with open hands. Amen

BENEDICTION AND RESPONSE



May You Run and Not Be Weary 228

May you run and not be weary

May your heart be filled with song
And may the love of God
Continue to give you hope

And keep you strong

And may you run and not be weary
May your life be filled with joy

And may the road you travel
Always lead you home



